
Executive Board Meeting Notes for October 27
th

 2020 

 

Roll Call: @ 7:05 pm    Alisa Trovato, Jason Oglesby, Tim Marks, Laura Lieber,  Sharron Brown,  Jack Heerdt, Katherine Scott,   

John Campbell, Lisa Campbell, Mike Canvin, Jamie Canvin 

 

On Friday October 2nd 2020 Alisa sent this via e mail:  Good Afternoon, First off, I want to apologize for taking a few days 

before sending you an additional email in regard to the public comments and board discussion on the 2020 Cooperstown 

teams. After a lengthy discussion at our Tuesday, September 29th executive board meeting, the board voted that: "No 

checks, no credits, no money will be given to any individual families/players of the 2020 12U Cooperstown Teams. All 

fundraised money for the teams will remain with the teams." Included in this e mail were all executive board members, 

Mike Canvin, John Donahue, Kelly Chourney, Lisa Campbell and Jim Vertucci.  

 
On October 7th 2020 Lisa and John Campbell replied. Thank you for your response. My family has been involved in Oak Lawn 

Baseball for the last 15 years. I have 4 boys and they all started playing with your organization in t-ball. My husband 

managed and coached for many years. I have a son who is an umpire and I have another son who works in concessions. 

Jason has been on Lightning for the last 4 years, and my youngest still plays house ball. We have always been very involved 

and dedicated to Oak Lawn Baseball, therefore your email response was very disappointing. Just a no, without any 

explanation makes us feel dismissed, and that is very upsetting. Phil informed me when there is money left in the budget, 

families leaving would normally get a refund of any money left over. Why would you want anyone new on that team to 

profit from my son, my family, and our dedication and hard work? If you meant it when you said that you were going to be 

transparent, we would like to know why you are going against your own bylaws and saying no. It doesn’t seem right that 

Oak Lawn Baseball is able to vote against their own bylaws any time they want. That Oak Lawn Baseball gets to vote on 

keeping all of the money for themselves instead of giving refunds to the families that earned and deserve them. Why even 

bother having bylaws if thats how things work? Could you please send us a copy of the minutes from the September 29th 

meeting? We would be willing to attend the next board meeting to discuss all of this, along with Phil’s budget sheet if 

needed. The budget sheet sent to us is very questionable. For someone who is in charge of that much money, and the fact 

that he is the OLB Travel Treasurer, I would have expected his books to be much more accurate. Thank you, Lisa and John 

Campbell. 

 

On October 8th 2020 Mike and Jamie Canvin replied.  Thank you for your email with your response last Friday due to our 

request about the monies that were fundraised for all players of the 2019-2020 12U Lightning Team.  We do appreciate the 

board's view on being transparent with this and future situations, as it should be. So we would also like to request the 

Board Minutes from the meeting of 9-30-20.   We believe we are entitled to hear the board's reasoning for the decline in 

this situation, especially as to why the Bylaws for the 2019-20 season for fundraising are not being followed. We look 

forward to hearing back. Thank you. Mike and Jamie Canvin. 

 

On October 9th 2020 Alisa replied. Good Evening All. The minutes will be approved at our next meeting and then available 

on our website. As for our next meeting, the location is still TBD.  

 

Public Comments:  Good Evening my name is Jamie Canvin.  My husband, Mike Canvin and I are here tonight again to talk 

about the funds that were raised by our son Justin and his 10 teammates in 2019-20 to benefit the 12U team under Coach 

Maranda. As you all probably know, the Maranda team of 11 raised funds from August 2019 through February 

2020 to be used mainly for the Cooperstown trip in July 2020.  As Covid spread the trip was cancelled in June.  

The team then decided to move the trip to Myrtle Beach for the same week but on July 3 the team decided to 

cancel the trip due to Covid.  As we know Covid was not the fault of the league, the team or the families, 



Probably none of us want to be talking about these funds and wish the team could have benefited from their 

hard work and gone on the trip.  I know we would have! So now what?  Where does that leave us?  Well, it leaves 

us with a portion of money that was raised for a trip that didn’t happen for those 11 boys.  We know that those 

11 players all benefited from those funds this past summer, which no one has denied BUT 7 of those players will 

also benefit from the remaining funds by getting a paid trip in 2021 or free baseball registration for 2021.  

However the team decided that 4 of those players WILL NOT. That is really what it boils down to.  How is that 

right, ethnical, or fair for those 4 players that worked as hard as the 7 others players? That money raised was 

meant for all 11 players to enjoy a memorable trip. Why are only 7 players going to be able to benefit from that 

in the 2021 summer?  All 11 players and families worked for that, not only 7. Don’t get us wrong, we WANT those 

7 kids to have a fabulous paid-in full trip next year and will cheer them on every step of the way.  But we feel we 

are entitled to some consideration also.  We want the board to hear from us, we are not a family that hops 

leagues.  We are a family that has dedicated our time, our energy, and our money into this league for the last 12 

years and we have at least another 10 more to go with our youngest.  But as you can see we also are a family that 

advocates for our kids whole-heartedly, which is why we need the board to look at this issue again.  For our 

particular case, our son asked to move to another league which is what has been done.  However, we have two 

other boys who will be staying with Oak Lawn Baseball.  Could an exception be made for one of our other two 

boys registration for the 2021 season?  No money leaves Oak Lawn Baseball just merely reallocated.  A clear 

explanation of why this cannot be done has never been given. In July 2020, when both of the trips were cancelled 

we never thought we would still be talking about this to almost November.  We believed this could have been 

taken care of at the team level seeing that this was a unique situation, which is why this all started off with an 

easy text to the coach because we believed there was going to be a plan.  Whether it was going to be divided, like 

the by laws stated, or that the money would be given back to the donors the best way possible, or another plan.  

But to say Sorry it goes to next year's team for the 7 players that stay, is not right.   We laugh at the statement 

that we have heard many times that there is nothing that can be done for these 4 kids.  Why? After the last board 

meeting, following numerous emails to the Coach and the board, we got a 2 sentence decision, with basically a 

two letter answer of NO.  There was no explanation or reason, no sympathy for the situation-nothing at all.  

Tonight there will be another closed meeting.  This is not what we call being transparent.  Our family along with 

the others deserve an legitimate reasoning as to why these four players don't deserve their reward for their hard 

work.  Therefore your own by-laws state that these 4 players should receive consideration-plus being the ethical 

thing to do.  We would like a further explanation on your position. Mike and I ask the board again to look at this 

situation.  These 4 boys should not have their work penalized because of Covid and  because they decided or 

were forced to make a change for next year-seems childish to us! We appreciate your time, these issues are 

never easy.  Thank you. 

 

Lisa Campbell-Her email stated what she wants to know. Why no explanation of our decision? Just to say no is 

wrong. Nothing about what she said on September 29th is even in the minutes.  

 

Jamie Canvin-Why is there no explanation on the agenda for tonight’s meeting? 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Old Business: 

a) September 29th Minutes- Reviewed and approved by Sharron Brown and Jason Oglesby 

b) Treasurers Report- Paul not in attendance. Per Alisa cash balance of $133, 275.39. Fall ball $21, 925. Sharks training 

camp $1,587. All looks good. Approved by Jack Heerdt and Sharron Brown.  

c) Work to be done: Painting of dugouts at Kolb, Windscreens, Signage.  

d) Fall Ball 2020 Recap-No complaints. Had some rain outs, but overall was good.  

e) Kolb Complex Update-Brian will get back to Alisa with exterior structure cost.  

f) Home Run Derby-Shut down for now 

New Business: 

a) 2021 Spring Registration-Girls T-Ball (2), Munchkin (3), Pixie (2), Boys T-ball (4), Mustang (2), Pinto (2), Pony (1), 

Shetland (1).  

b) VP’s for Spring 2021 Season-Alisa has VP’s for t ball, will send to Sharron.  

c) New Accounting Firm-Skiitch will no longer be doing our audits. They referred us to Arthur Donner (CPA) out of 

Willowbrook. Cost is $5,500. We paid $6,000 last year. All in favor to go with Donner. Unanimous vote.  

d) Fall Clean up at Kolb-Need dates. Sharron suggested that we get a list of people who still need points. Date will be 

Saturday November 7th at 9:00 AM. E mail blast to go out.  

e) Boys and Girls Travel By-Laws- Needs to state a pandemic clause. Alisa wants this updated by Christmas.  

Executor Reports: 

a) Uniforms: Katherine to reach out to White Sox about the uniforms.  

b) Sponsorship: Not in attendance 

c) Fields:  Not in attendance 

d) Equipment: Jason will be sending an e mail today to turn in equipment this Saturday. May even do the following 

Saturday too. Will go with Wilson balls again.  

e) Field Scheduler: Working on tournament rentals. No rentals at Kolb. May use SAC 2 & 5. Sharron stated that he 

knows teams that are doing round robins. Prime Time is utilizing fields in Joliet.  

f) Corresponding Secretary: Vacant 

g) Recording Secretary: Nothing 

h) Boys President:  Nothing 

i) Girls President:  Collecting equipment bags.  

Discussion-Cooperstown 2020. An email will be sent out by Alisa in regards to the “no” vote. Email will include the following 

per board discussion: 1. $0 was paid to play in the 2020 season. If the teams had paid out any money from their personal 

accounts for fees, the money would have been returned. In a typical season, families pay $1,000+ for fees for the year. 2. All 

money was raised with the Oak Lawn Baseball 501c3. 3. This decision involves players from both teams - 2020 12U Maranda 

and 2020 12U Leahy. a. A decision was made prior to not return any money to players when the 12U Leahy team had asked 

for this. 4. Upon further research, it was found that if we returned money it would be a misappropriation of funds - all 

fundraising money needs to be used for the cause it was raised (in this case a baseball trip for a team). 5. The board’s vote 

decided that the money is the teams’ funds and all money will stay with the team as it is not each players/families 

individual money a. Money was raised as a team and not individually. b. Money was raised for the team to benefit, not 

individual families to take an income off of it. 6. The board decided on Tuesday, September 29, 2020 with a vote of 7-0 

(Oglesby - yes, Brown - yes, Gudino - yes, Scott - yes, Leiber - yes, Heerdt - no vote, Marks - yes, Mallo - yes, Trovato - no 

vote, Dempsey - absent) that "No checks, no credits, no money will be given to any individual families/players of the 2020 

12U Cooperstown Teams. All fundraised money for the teams will remain with the teams." 

 

Adjournment: 8:08 PM 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, November 17th 7:00 PM on Zoom  


